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- Submitted by:
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" .On Behalf of the Vilas County Aquatsc invaswe Spemes Ptannmg
~Partnership; 330 Court Street, Eagle Rwer WI 54521
- Ted Ritter, Coordinator 715- 479 3738

- Whereas Aquatic Invaswe Spec;es pase a senous threat to our N
o enjcymeni of water resources and SRR

- ¢oncern that the State of W;sconsm has not add ressed thls issue ina
- manner that provides for protection and’ controi Gf Aquailc In\faswe _
- S;Jecses and

:-Where-as there needs te be secure and adequate fundmg to address _' |

the problem Aquatac !nvaswe Specues present to our pubisc waters

~ Now Therefore Be it Reso%ved Vilas County, meetmg this 10‘“ day cf :

April, 2006, do hereby urge the Wisconsin Department of Natural -
Resources to provide a dedicated. funding source to combat Aquattc

Invasive Specles by adding a one-dollar ($1.00) surcharge to every -
' resident and non-resident f;shmg hcense scrid in Wlsconsm :

154521

i Z_ms RESOLUTION e

- and protect our waters ffam A!S there isno secure statewxde fundmg: e
~ source forase;istance ' L S
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May 22, 2007

The Honorable Louis Molepske, Jr.
71% Assembly District

State Capitol

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, W1 53708

* Dear Representative Molepske:

1 was heartened to hear that the Wisconsin legislature is on the verge of considering legislation
that will implement ballast water controls similar to the laws we passed a few years ago. lam
pleased to offer you my perspective on this, what I consider to be the most pressing threat on the
health of our Great Lakes ecosystem.

The nation hailed the passage of the Federal Clean Water Act over thirty years ago as a new tool
to help eliminate water pollution. Each state has passed its own versions of this law in an effort
to partner with the federal government--the states and the federal government working together
‘to end the dumping of contaminants into our waterways.

Good intentions?
Yes.

-Significant progress made toward eliminating the dumping of chemicals into our waters? Yes.

A Resounding Success?
No. - '

Despite clear direction in federal law, the US EPA had to be sued by citizen groups to apply the
Clean Water Act to the most dangerous form of contamination that our Great lakes face—
biological pollution—namely aquatic nuisance species (ANS). This is without a doubt the
number one environmental threat facing Michigan and the entire basin. ANS upsets native
fishery and habitat, hurts water quality, recreation and the tourism industry; and i increases costs
for municipalities and utlhtles '
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In fact, invasive species have cost citizens and businésses more than $10 billion during the past
decade. One report estimates that the Great Lakes fishery spends $12 million a year to control
sea lamprey, $30 million to control zebra mussels and $119 million a year because of the ruffe.
Also, it costs each individual power company $1 million per year to deal with zebra mussels on
intake pipes. Transfer those costs down to the average citizen and you can see that we are all
paymg directly for EPA’s refusal to stop biological pollution and the number one culpnt" Ocean
going vessels that discharge untreated ballast water into our waters

Because of years of federal inaction, I sponsored Senate Bill 332 in 2005. The bill flew through
both chambers without opposition in committee and was signed into law. Our large business
organizations all supported passage of this legislation due to the costs that invasive species have
had on business operations in this state. Now Public Act 33, this measure formed a Great Lakes
Aquatic Nuisance Species Coalition of the basin states to regulate ballast water discharge—
essentially substituting state action for federal inaction. It also implemented a new permitting
requirement that as of January 1, 2007 requires all ocean going vessels to obtain a permit before
entering Michigan ports. They get a permit and a right to enter Michigan ports if they agree to
clean ballast water or agree not to discharge.

Various interests representing the ocean going vessel industry claim that they need more time get
the technology installed, and they speculate that closing access to our ports may cost jobs and
hurt Michigan citizens. They also claim that without other states taking similar action, we will
have a patchwork quilt of laws, Nonsense—permits have already been secured by foreign
oceangoing vessels that readily acknowledge the need to end biological pollution from ANS.
And if we allow others not as responsible more time to comply, every single ship coming into
our ports brings with it the chance for real disaster. With Wisconsin taking steps to move
forward with similar legislation and other basin states considering their own new legislative
proposals, we may be on the verge of implementing the multi-state coalition I envisioned when
we passed PA 33 of 2005

We already know the real costs that federal inaction has brought to our bear on our state and its
citizens. With the implementation of PA 33, Michigan became the recognized leader in
preventing ANS. It makes perfectly good sense for Wisconsin and other basin states to follow
this lead and begin to work in concert on a plan to regulate ballast water dlscharges on a regional
basis.

- We must continue to work together to protect Michigan’s most important natural resource, our
Great Lakes. I applaud you for sponsoring this important legislation and for pressing for prompt
action on legislation to help protect our lakes from this most dangerous form of biological
pollution!

Sincerely,

Patty Bifhol ‘é'

z
State Senator

2/



WISCONSIN STATE DIVISION OF

The F3aak YWalton League of America

. INCORPORATED
‘DEFENDERS OF SOIL, AIR, WOODS, WATERS AND WILDLIFE

Wisconsin Division

Izaak Walton League of America
811 4" St..

Plover, WI 54467-2253

April 26, 2007

Representative Louis Molepske
Committee on Natural Resources
Room 111 North — State Capitol
P.O. Box 8953

Madison, WI 53708-8953

Dear Representative Molepske:

Enclosed is a resolution supporting the enactment of AB-86 and SB-119. This resolution
was passed unanimously at annual meeting of the Wisconsin Division of the zaak
Walton League of America in Benton Wisconsin on April 14, 2007.

These bills relate to the management of vessel ballast water in Wisconsin’s Great Lake
Waters and would require all oceangoing vessels using ports in Wisconsin to obtain a
permit from the DNR and be capable of treating ballast water to prevent the further
introduction of invasive species.

This legislation is necessary because these alien organisms threaten the health of our

waters and the recreational and commercial fishing industries that depend on them. In
“addition, invasions like the Zebra Mussel have cost our communities and industries

millions of dollars to protect drinking water, utilities, and recreation facilities.

The Izaak Walton League is one of the oldest conservation organizations in the United
States and we currently are celebrating our 85 anniversary. Our motto is “Defenders of
soil, air, woods, waters and wildlife.” We believe that this legislation is a vital step in

protecting one of Wisconsin’s most valuable resources, namely our Great Lakes and
inland waters. '

We urge your support of this important legislation and request fast action to move it out
of committee.

Sincerely, :
e~
sident, Wisconsin Division

Membership Toll Free Number: (800) IKE-LINE (453-5463)
Website: www.iwla.org




WISCONSIN STATE DIVISION OF

The Fsaak Walton League of America

INCORPORATED
DEFENDERS OF SOIL, AIR, WOODS, WATERS AND WILDLIFE

Management of Ballast Water in Wisconsin’s Great Lake Waters

The Great Lakes have been invaded by invasive (non-native) aquatic organisms and
pathogens transported from foreign waters in oceangoing ships’ ballast water. Over 160
non-native species have been introduced since the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in
1959. A new invasive species is identified in the Great Lakes every seven months
according to a McGill University study. A University of Michigan study estimates that
1.5 billion gallons of foreign ballast water is discharged into the Great lakes annually.

The ballast water that harbors these invaders is used to stabilize ships when they are
empty or partially loaded and is pumped in or out as needed. The average ship retains
42,000 gallons of ballast water and sludge when traveling the Great Lakes. Exotic
organisms are flushed into the lakes as ships take on and discharge this ballast water in
the course of their voyage. '

‘Once introduced these foreign non-native organisms are expensive to control and almost
_ impossible to eliminate. These invasive organisms threaten the sport and commercial
fishing industries and force communities to spend millions to protect drinking water,
power plants, and recreation facilities. To make matters worse, some of these organisms
have also infected our inland waters.

On February 22, 2007 Assembly Bill 86 was introduced and on March 23, 2007 Senate
Bill 119 was introduced in the Wisconsin Legislature. Both of these bills require
operators of oceangoing vessels using ports in Wisconsin to get a permit from the
Department of Natural Resources. To obtain the permit it must be demonstrated that the
vessel is not capable of taking on ballast water or that the vessel is equipped with
technology that the DNR determines can prevent the introduction of aquatic nuisance
species into the Great Lakes. This legislation carries a fine of up to $25,000 per day for
violations. ’ '

Therefore be it resolved that the Wisconsin Division of the Izaak Walton League of
America at their annual meeting in Benton Wisconsin on April 14, 2007 urge the
Wisconsin Legislature and Governor to pass and enact AB-86 and SB-119 to manage
ballast water in Wisconsin waters. Be it further resolved that copies of this resolution be
mailed to the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources members, Senate committee on
Environment and Natural Resources members, and Governor Doyle.

Membership Toll Free Number: (800) IKE-LINE. (453-5463)
' Website: www.iwla.org




134 (2004-2006)
RESOLUTION NO. '

TO THE HONORABLE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PORTAGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:

RE: SUPPORTING STATE EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE NON—NATIVE AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES
PROBLEM ' '

WHEREAS, Wisconsin’s lakes, rivers, streanas, and wetlands are in jeopardy due to the spread of non-native
aquatic invasive species within the State of Wisconsin; and T

WHEREAS, the non-native aquatic invasive species can threaten the diversity and abundance of native species,
alter our ecosystems, affect our ability to utilize public waters for recreational activities, and threaten our tourism industry;
znd '

WHEREAS, the Department of Natural Resources Lake Planning Grants, and the Department of Natural
Resources Lake Protection Lake Classification Grants are currently funded at 75% State cost-share rate; and

WIHEREAS, the Department of Natural Resources Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) grants only provide a 50%
State cost-share rate to local governments, requiring them to fund the remaining 50%; and '

. WIEREAS, because these are State waters and non-nafive aquatic invasive species are a problem that needs to be
addressed throughout Wisconsin, and because counties may be unfairly burdened with the cost of atfernpting to confrol
these species simply as a result of the natural distribution of our lakes, rivers, streams, and weflands; the State should
shoulder the majority of the responsibility for funding these non-native aquatic invasive species grants; and

WHEREAS, local units of govemment, including lake associations znd not—for—proﬁt conservation groups, are
currently eligible for other Department of Natural Resources Lake grants.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin support local efforts to
prevent the spread of non-native aquatic invasive species by increasing the percentage for the Department of Natural
Resources Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) grants from 50% to 75%, which is the State rate already established for the other
Department of Natural Resources lake planning, protection, and classification grants, and to revise the eligibility criteria to
allow qualified lake associations and other not-for-profit conservation organizations to be sligible for these AIS grants; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Portage County Board of Supervisors supports increasing the State cost-
share rate and expanding the eligible groups to address the non-native aquatic invasive species problems in our State
waters; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be provided to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources Secretary, Scott Hassett, Governor James Doyle, members of the Legislature representing Portage County, and
the Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association. '

Dated this 21st day of September 2005

Respectfully submjitted,

PORTAGE COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

| / | w |

William Peterson, Chair _ ﬁeifﬁf&bon, Vice-Chair

sl 7 B i loesch Do Y )

Charles Gussel Kevin Ruehl

Robert Brilowski, VSecretary Don Aanrud '
e . | L
{




FINAL DETERMINATION AND NOTICE
: REGARDING :
BALLAST WATER TREATMENT FOR OCEANGOING VESSELS
ON THE GREAT LAKES

In accordance with the authority vested in me pursuaht to Part 31, Water Resources Protection,
of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended I
determine the following:

1.

Protection of the Great Lakes from new introductions of aquatic invasive species (AIS) is
an economic and ecological imperative. Ballast water and sediment releases from ships
coming into the Great Lakes will result in new introductions of AIS unless and until
appropriate regulatory responses are implemented. Previous introductions of invasive
species, such as zebra mussels via vessels’ untreated ballast water, have cost the state of
Michigan millions of dollars in damage to municipal, industrial and recreational
infrastructure, loss of fisheries, and loss of recreational water uses. These costs are
continuing to incur, because once invasive species are introduced to an ecosystem, their
negative effects are permanent. In addition to the economic damages, the damage to

Michigan’s aquatic ecosystems by invasive species is profound and permanent. All across

Michigan and the Great Lakes there are examples of aquatic ecosystems undergoing
dramatic and deleterious changes, including changes to the critical lower food web as a
result of invasive species. Currently required ballast water management practices, such as
ballast water exchange, are an important component of effective actions, but are too
variable to be fully protective of the Great Lakes by themselves. Alternatives to
management practices such as ballast water treatment must be used as soon as possible to
protect the Great Lakes from the likelihood of introducing new invasive species.

Michigan passed legislation in 2001 (PA 114) requiring ships on the Great Lakes to
report on whether they are using ballast water management practices to reduce aquatic
invasive species. The legislation also requires the Michigan Department of

" Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to make a determination whether there is ballast water
treatment that could be used by oceangoing ships on the Great Lakes. Michigan’s
legislation addresses safety (for the vessel, crew and passengers) and effectiveness
(prevention of introductions). There are, however, a number of other considerations,
including the ability of the treatment to meet eventual national or international discharge
standards, the importance of national applicability of treatment methods for both
environmental and economic reasons, the practicality of shipboard installation and
operation, and ease of regulatory enforcement. The best way to concurrently address all
considerations is to aggressively pilot treatment methods on board oceangoing vessels
and to work to improve such systems.

Ballast water treatment is a complex issue. Not all treatments are appropriate for all
types, sizes, and ages of vessels or in all ballast conditions. National discharge standards
are under development in the United States by the U.S. Coast Guard and in the
-ratification stage by member states of the International Maritime Organization through its
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Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments. The
next step is for shipping companies to choose and install treatment methods that could be
used on board oceangoing ships and rigorously test them in the interest of protecting the
Great Lakes from future introductions of aquatic invasive species. '

4. Based upon extensive survey work conducted by the MDEQ, it is apparent that a wide
variety of treatments are undergoing testing worldwide, including physical and chemical
technologies. A few, such as ultraviolet light and filtration, have undergone evaluation on
board operating ships. Other treatments have been tested on ship platforms, in

* laboratories, or in ship-side or shore-side facilities and are ready for evaluation on
operating ships. Some technologies such as de-oxygenation have the potential for
lowering ship operating costs as a result of reduced corrosion in ballast tanks, once fully
tested. Other systems use technologies well-proven in non-ship applications and are
undergoing research on adaptation to ship use, such as biocides. An ultra violet light with
filtration system has been approved for treatment on board a cruise ship under the state of -
Washington’s ballast water regulation legislation. Much of the work on ballast water
treatment has been accomplished with public funding in partnership with industry. The
next steps are for industry to install treatments that could be used on board oceangoing
ships and to rigorously test the systems under operating conditions.

5. The timing of this determination is based on results of a ballast water treatment study on
sodium hypochlorite by the MDEQ in 2001-2004, the adoption (and early ratification by
two countries) of a Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water
and Sediments by the International Maritime Organization in 2004, implementation in

* 2004 of the state of Washington’s ballast water treatment regulations, inception of the
‘U.S. Coast Guard’s Shipboard Technology Evaluation Program (S.T.E.P} in 2004, and
results of a survey of principal investigators conducted by the Office of the Great Lakes
on treatment technology progress worldwide in 2003. This determination is an
opportunity to use the momentum from these events to push ahead with treatment
installation and refinement. The MDEQ looks forward to working with the oceangoing
shipping industry to take advantage of this momentum and put in place ballast water
treatment to prevent new introductions of aquatic invasive species to the Great Lakes.

Determination

The determination under Public Act 451 of 1994; Sec. 3103a; 324.3103a (2)(d)(i) is that one or
more ballast water treatment methods which protect the safety of the vessel, its crew, and its
passengers could be used by oceangoing vessels to prevent introductions of aquatic invasive
species into the Great Lakes. “Oceangoing vessel” means a vessel that operates on the Great
Lakes or the St. Lawrence waterway after operating in waters outside of the Great Lakes or the -
St. Lawrence waterway. This determination does not approve a particular treatment. The
decision on which treatment to install will have to be made by shipping companies for 1nd1v1dual
ships and based on the considerations in Section 2, above.

Under Sec. 3103a; 324.3103a (2)(d)(ii) of the same act, the MDEQ must also determine a date
after which ballast water treatment could be used by all oceangoing vessels operating on the
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Great Lakes. The date is determined to be January 1, 2007. In addition, under Public Act 451 of
1994; Section 324.3103a (3)(a), the MDEQ must compile and maintain a list of all oceangoing
vessels that, after the date specified in Subsection (2)(d)(i7), have been using one of these ballast
water treatment methods during the previous 12 months. Therefore, as of the opening of the

- St. Lawrence Seaway navigation season in 2008, all oceangoing vessels must report to the
MDEQ on whether ballast water treatment is being used. The MDEQ will make available the
necessary forms and will post the list of ships reporting on the MDEQ ballast water reporting

Web site,

ssued this_ (3 fldayof ﬂfﬁn/ , 2005

By: e C/
Steven E. dlﬁ:ster, Pirector &~
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
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Resolution

Support for Strong State and Federal Legislation on Great Lakes Ballast
Water Treatment

WHEREAS, Lake Michigan and Lake Superior are critically important bodies of water
that provide outstanding fishing, hunting and other recreational opportunities for the
hunters anglers and trappers which make up the membership of the Wisconsin Wildlife
Federation; and

WHEREAS, as a result of these recreational pursuits, Lake Superior and Lake Michigan
are extremely valuable to the citizens of Wisconsin and the state’s economy; and

WHEREAS, internationally based ships enter the these waters and discharge their
untreated ballast water into the Great Lakes and as a result many exotic invasive species

have been introduced into Lake Michigan and Lake Superior; and

WHEREAS, over 186 damaging invasive species have been introduced into the Great
Lakes through ballast water discharge including zebra mussels, white perch, the round
goby and the spiny water flea; and

WHEREAS, a seriously damaging rhabdovirus known as Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia
(VHS) has been found in the Great Lakes and will enter into the Mississippi River
drainage and causes severe loss to a wide variety of fish species; and

WHEREAS, the presence of these invasive organisms in Lake Michigan, Lake Superior
and the Mississippi River also pose serious threats to Wisconsin’s valuable inland water
fisheries due to the transfer of these species accidentally by recreational boaters,
including anglers; and

WHEREAS, there are treatment methods available to treat ship ballast water from
international ships so as to prevent future discharges of exotic invasive species into the
waters of the Great Lakes; and

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has adopted stringent treatment requirements
applicable to ballast water discharges from international ships; and

WHEREAS, legislation has been introduced in the U. S. Congress and the Wisconsin
Legislature to require the treatment of ballast water from international ships sailing on the
Great Lakes. '



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, in its
annual meeting assembled April 13-15, 2007 in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, hereby urges
the President of the United States, the U.S. House of Representatives, the U. S. Senate,
the Governor of Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Assembly and the Wisconsin Senate to enact
regulations requiring the treatment of ballast water from international ships into the Great
Lakes so as to prevent the future discharge of exotic invasive species into these waters;
and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation request
the Governor, the Attorney General and Secretary of the Department Natural Resources
intervene on the side of the State of Michigan in the lawsuit challenging the State of
Michigan’s ballast water treatment regulations.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Wildlife
Federation deliver copies of this resolution to the President, the Governor, the Attorney
General, the DNR Secretary, the Wisconsin Congressional delegation and the Members
of the Wisconsin Legislature. '

Submitted to the Annual Meeting by the Great Lakes Committee of the Wisconsin
Wildlife Federation.

Committee Chair Larry Freitag



> LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®
OF WISCONSIN, INC.

122 State Street, #405 Phene; (608) 256-0827 http:/fwww Iwvwi.org
Madison, WI-  53703-2500 Fax: (608) 256-1761 Iwvwisconsin@iwvwi.org

May 23, 2007
To: Senate Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Re: Support SB 119 Great Lakes Ballast Water Bill

Thank you for the opportunity to speak in support of SB 119, relating to ballast water management,
making an appropriation, and providing a penalty. In an effort to protect the Great Lakes ecosystem, the
League of Women Voters of Wisconsin has joined with other Leagues in the Lake Michigan League of

- Women Voters, whose purposes are to promote political responsibility through informed and active
participation of citizens in government and to act on selected governmental issues affecting the Lake
Michigan watershed.

Aquatic invasive species are threatening America’s waters, wildlife and economy. Invasive species
cause about $200 million in ecological and economic losses each year. Not only has the zebra mussel
invaded Lake Michigan and many of our state lakes but the viral hemorrhagic septicemia or VHS which
causcs anemia and hemorrhaging has now infected fish in Lake Winnebago.

Lake Michigan League of Women Voters, environmental groups, scientists, sportsmen, boating
equipment manufacturers, state agencies and the media agree that something needs to be done now.
Since Congress has not passed comprehensive legislation to fight the introduction and spread of aquatic
invasive species, now is the time for our Wisconsin state legislators to act. We need to protect Lake
Michigan and our state Iakes.

Invasive species are one of the worst threats to native biodiversity, inflicting damage to ecosystems, and
- to our local economies. They can push native species to extinction and harm a wide variety of industries,
including fisheries and water supplies. Damages from, and control measures for, aquatic invaders cost
this country tens of billions of dollars each year. In addition, the invasive species can ruin Wisconsin’s
tourism and sports- fishing, a huge economic loss.

Our organizations’ members and supporters urge you to support SB 119, a bill that will reduce the
introduction and spread of aquatic invaders by enacting standards for ballast water discharge of
oceangoing vessels that use a port in this state. '

Thank you.
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The bleody red shrimp
is one of the Jatest
invasives to enter the
Great Lakes.

viral hemorrhagic sep-
ticemia, or VHS — a
pathogen causing mas-
sive fatal bleeding in
poputar game fish that has been described as an
eholarlike virus for fish.

invasive species remain pubiic enemy No. 1 in
the Great Lakes, wreaking havec with the Lakes’
delicate ecology while interfering with the region's
economy and the public’s enjoyment of the water.

Though mugh of the darage occurs well below
the water's surface, the source of the problem
comes from above — borne of the ballast tanks of
unregulated oceangeing ships, or “salties,” plying
their trade on Great Lakes waters.

“Every ship that enters the Great Lakes is a
potential invasicn waiting to happen,” said Joe!
Brammeier, Alliance asscciate director for policy.

The federal government's inability to effectively
regulate the ships that give these invaders a free
pass inte the Great Lakes has prompted states to
rush te fili the veid,

Michigan last year became the first state to
require that salties either certify they won't discharge
invasives to the Great Lakes, or install and use
ballast treatment technology before discharging
polluted water. Simitar
legislation has been

Lakes. The most recent:

Michigan United Conservation Clubs in petitioning
the court to intervene on Michigan's behalf and
support the state’s sovereign right to protect its
natural resources.

“Michigan's law is the only tool we have right
now to stop the onsiaught of new invaders from
around the world,” said Brammeier. “Other states
shouldn’t wait another day to stop dirty ballast
water from being discharged into the Great Lakes.”

More than 160 invasive species were document-
ed in the Great Lakes by 2000, representing fish,
invertebrates, aquatic plants, algae and pathogens.
Scientists say ships’ ballast tanks have been the
major source of non-native species introductions
since the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959,

The first reproducing population of bloody red
shrimp was found last November in Michigan's
Muskegon Lake, and has since been recorded in
Lake Ontario — suggesting it is already widespread
throughout the Great Lakes, Preferring warmer
coastal zones, the shrimp are at high risk of
spreading along Great Lakes shorelines and to
inland waters. Once established, the shrimp out-
compete native fish for focd and may concentrate
pollutants further up the food chain.

Meanwhile, VHS has prompted states to ban the
movement of many live fish and balt species
across state borders. Evidence exists that the virus
has heen in the Great Lakes since at least 2003,
making Its way into the St. Lawrence River, Lake
St. Clair, and Lakes Erie, Ontario and Huron,

introduced this year in
Wisconsin, New York
and Minnesota.

The response from
the shipping ihdustry
has been o delay and
challenge the new regu-
laticns. In March, a
coaiition of shipping
groups sued Michigan
in an effort to repeal
the law and prevent the
state from enforcing
pollution discharge
standards against

Putting a Stop to Invasives

\lchlgan s the first Great Lakes state to
- regulate hallast water dlacharge from
oceangoling ships. Some states
continue to glve Invasive
+ . species a green light.

salties.
The Alliance in April
joined the National

Status of ballast discharge legislation as of May 1, 2007
RED: Ballast dlscharge law adopted.

YELLOW: Ballast discharge [eglslation Introduced.

GREEN: No current ballast discharge legisation,

Wildlife Federation and

Graphic: Janice Enfoe
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The Great Lakes can count the bloody red shrimp among the latest
unwanted guests to drop by — joining the ranks of the notorious New
Zealand mudsnail, round goby and zebra mussel.

Now Wisconsin regulators say it's almost certain
the pathogen has reached Lake Michigan. Like the
invaders that came before, experts say the prob-
lem will likely worsen before it gets better.
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